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and a p75 neurotrophin receptor under 
conditions which, in the absence of the 
agent, permit the formation of a complex 
between the NADE protein and the receptor; 

(b) determining the amount of complex formed 
in step (a) between the NADE protein and 
the receptor; and 

(c) determining whether the amount of complex 
determined in step (b) is less than the 
amount of complex formed in the absence of 
the agent, such lower amount indicating 
that the agent decreases apoptosis. 



135 . (Amended) A method for determining whether an agent 
increases apoptosis comprising: 

(a) contacting the agent with a NADE protein 
and a p75 neurotrophin receptor under 
conditions which, in the absence of the 
agent, permit the formation of a complex 
between the NADE protein and the receptor; 

(b) determining the amount of complex formed 
in step (a) between the NADE protein and 
the receptor; and 

(c) determining whether the amount of complex 
determined in step (b) is greater than the 
amount of complex formed in the absence of 
the agent, such greater amount indicating 
that the agent increases apoptosis. 



136. (Amended) The method of claim 134 or 135, wherein the 
NADE protein comprises the amino acid sequence 
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as set forth in SEQ ID NO: 13. 



141. (Amended) A method for determining whether an agent 

decreases apoptosis comprising: 

(a) contacting the agent with a cell that 
expresses a NADE protein and a p75 
neurotrophin receptor; 

(b) determining the expression level of the 
NADE protein in the cell; and 

(c) determining whether the expression level 
determined in step (b) is lower than the 
NADE protein expression level determined 
in the absence of the agent, such lower 
expression level indicating that the agent 
decreases apoptosis . 

142. (Amended) A method for determining whether an agent 

increases apoptosis comprising: 

(a) contacting the agent with a cell that 
expresses a NADE protein and a p75 
neurotrophin receptor; 

(b) determining the expression level of the 
NADE protein in the cell; and 

(c) determining whether the expression level 
determined in step (b) is greater than the 
NADE protein expression level determined 
in the absence of the agent, such greater 
expression level indicating that the agent 
increases apoptosis . 



143. (Amended) The 



method of claim 141 or 142, wherein the 



